Need for spiritual education

NEED FOR SPIRITUAL EDUCATION

The world’s tragic condition is a direct result of fragmentation in thinking of
people. Because of the kind of perception tools human beings are equipped with,
they see themselves as separate from other creatures on Earth, including other
human beings. We do not consciously accept that life plasma is just what it really
is, that we are all but different expressions of the same ONE living reality.

We are ONE. We are parts of the same WHOLE. Feelings of superiority over
another person are as ridiculous as if a toe in the human body felt superior over
an ear. We are critical of other people for not fitting into our frameworks of
thinking, and because we feel we are superior. The feeling of separation causes
people to be cruel to other people, to be unkind, to be impatient and critical.

God as the Great Reality has an infinite number of expressions and it is only
human vanity, which causes people to judge God’'s work. Let us acknowledge
that the Great Reality is unfathomable for the human mind; in the current state of
development we can only strive to become better aligned with the Great Reality
through spiritual development. And no one should believe that simply by
intellectual affinity to any system of spiritual knowledge, and reading books on
the subject, they are making a substantial personal progress in this direction.

Historically, most of the systems of religious knowledge actually advocated a
passive approach to spirituality. A set of rules for living was passed on to the
interested people, who were expected to obey these rules, with the anticipation
of a final resolution after the release of their soul from the physical dimension.
But as we can see from the current developments in the world, the historical
approach has proven to be grossly inadequate, because through development of
science and technology, human beings have acquired the destruction powers,
which are much greater than their slowly developing wisdom. Self-destruction of
the entire civilisation has continued to be an imminent threat for the last fifty
years. Human beings have to grow in their wisdom to save this world. Growing in
wisdom is humanity’s task—perhaps the most difficult task of all.

We live in times of great changes, including changes in mental perception and
expansion of consciousness. Yes, it is true that each great tradition has
something to teach us, but unless we take the task of growing in wisdom
personally, and actively pursue this duty, we will contribute nothing to the
changing of the destructive course of humanity. If we just wait for the change in
our consciousness or the growth in wisdom to occur as an outcome of the slow
evolutionary transformations, we will not see the desired results in our current
life-time. These results, however, could be expected if a greater number of
individual people started actively pursuing the spiritual development path today.
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Need for spiritual education

Every person living on the planet today, young and old, male and female, black
and white, can choose to grow in wisdom. The growth in wisdom can be and
ideally should be the result of a process of spiritual development. Many schools
of wisdom, including a plethora of New Age schools, offer various courses,
classes and advice on spiritual development. The effectiveness of these schools
may differ for each individual. It is therefore very important for people to become
acquainted with more than one kind of teaching and decide for themselves which
school may provide best tools for their development.

For people who are not very knowledgeable on the subject and have none or
little experience in the area of spiritual development, it is difficult to discern the
relative value of available schools. However, there are some universal principles
of teaching as well as desired outcomes, which spiritual development should
produce in a person. These are listed for guidance as follows.

PRINCIPLES OF TEACHING

o We are one family. Planet Earth is our home, therefore it requires our
respect and care.

o Individually we express different qualities, and as a human family we
express the sum total of qualities available to human beings at this level of
development.

o Spiritual development allows people to identify the inherent destructive
tendencies in their psyches and to choose peaceful and constructive co-
existence.

o A desire for spiritual development is a personal choice and cannot be
imposed on other persons.

0 The teacher is a guide only. The major responsibility for and all work
towards spiritual development rest with the person.

UNTICIPATED OUTCOMES

Increasing comprehension of the unity of humankind.

Understanding that human dignity is an inherent right of all people.
Patience and compassion toward other people.

Continuing desire to eliminate destructive qualities from one’s psyche.
Desire to contribute to the betterment of life of fellow human beings.
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